Tompkins County Legislature
Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
121 East Court Street, Second Floor, Ithaca, NY
Telephone (607) 274-5434
www.tompkinscountyny.gov

AGENDA
Thursday, January 3, 2019 - 5:30 PM
at
Legislature Chambers
1.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

2.

Roll Call of Members

3.

First Order of Business:
- Election of Temporary Chair
- Election of Chair of the Legislature
- Election of Vice Chair of the Legislature

4.

Presentation of Proclamations, Petitions, Communications, and Notices

5.

Announcements of Executive Sessions, Reordering of Business, and Special Orders of the Day

6.

Privilege of the Floor
A. Public
B. Municipal Official(s)
C. Legislators

7.

Special Topical Presentation and/or Legislative Discussion

8.

Chair's Report and Chair's Appointments
Chair's Appointment(s)

9.

Reports by County Administrator, County Attorney, and Finance Director
- November Sales Tax Report

10.

Report from Other County Staff as Recognized by the Chair of the Legislature

11.

Resolutions Added to and Withdrawn from the Agenda

12.

Consent Agenda: Resolutions and appointments to be voted on as a group unless any member of the
Legislature requests that a resolution or appointment be instead included separately and individually
as part of the business of Standing or Special Committee(s).
Appointments
Advisory Board Appointment(s) (ID #8329)
Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee
Res. No. a___ Delegation of Authority to Authorize Certain Tax and Solid Waste Fee Refunds Under $500
(ID #8159)
Inclusion through Diversity

Agenda
Tompkins County Legislature
Thursday, January 3, 2019
Facilities and Infrastructure Committee
Res. No. b___ Resolution Urging New York State Legislature to Increase Recycling and Reduce Municipal
Waste Management Costs by Expanding the New York State Returnable Container Act (ID
#8305)
Res. No. c___ Authorization to Execute a Contract for Purchase and Implementation of a Weigh Scale
Software System for the Department of Recycling and Materials Management (ID #8306)
Government Operations Committee
Res. No. d___ Delegation of Authority to Authorize Certain Tax Refunds and Credits of $2,500 and Under
(ID #8225)
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Res. No. e___ Acceptance of Snowmobile Trail Grant for the 2018-2019 Season (ID #8282)
**********************************************************************************************
13.

Standing and Special Committees:
A. Report
B. Motions and Resolutions

Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee - M. Lane, Chair
Workforce Diversity and Inclusion Committee - L. McBean-Clairborne, Chair
Housing Committee - M. Robertson, Chair
Public Safety Committee - R. John, Chair
Health and Human Services Committee - S. Black, Chair
Res. No. f___ Appropriation from Contingent Fund and Creation of Position – Mental Health Court Resource
Coordinator (ID #8280)
Facilities and Infrastructure Committee - D. McKenna, Chair
Transportation Committee - M. Lane, Chair
Government Operations Committee - D. Klein, Chair
Res. No. g___ Establishing 2019 Meeting Dates (ID #8226)
Res. No. h___ Accepting and Approving the Recommendation of the Governance Council of the Tompkins
Center for History and Culture to Extend an Offer of Tenancy to Discover Cayuga Lake (ID
#8330) (Pending Committee action 1-3-2018)
Res. No. i___ Accepting and Approving the Recommendation of the Governance Council of the Tompkins
Center for History and Culture to Extend an Offer of Tenancy to the Chamber Orchestra (ID
#8330) (Pending Committee action 1-3-2018)
Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee - A. Kelles, Chair
14.

Individual Member-Filed Resolutions

15.

Minutes of Previous Meeting - December 18, 2018

16.

Unfinished Business

17.

Adjournment
2
Inclusion through Diversity

Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Finance Department
Category: Fiscal

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

REPORT OR DISCUSSION ITEM NO.
(ID # 8326)

Nov. Sales Tax Report
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Attachment: Sales Tax Nov'18 (8326 : Nov. Sales Tax Report)
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Clerk of the Legislature
Category: Fees
Functional Category: Annual Resolutions

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. D

1
2
3
4
5
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17
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

DOC ID: 8159

Delegation of Authority to Authorize Certain Tax and Solid Waste Fee
Refunds Under $500
WHEREAS, Section 556 of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes a tax-levying body to delegate the payment
of tax refunds due to a clerical error or an unlawful entry (an unlawful entry is any information on the tax roll that
violates the Real Property Tax Law), and
WHEREAS, Solid Waste Fee refunds are authorized under Resolution No. 181 of 1996, and
WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, that the delegation to the
County Administrator would be more efficient in processing said refunds and therefore beneficial to the taxpayer, now
therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, That the County Director
of Assessment shall transmit refund recommendations to the County Administrator,
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator is hereby authorized to make payments of any refunds of
less than $500 as if the Tompkins County Legislature had performed this audit in compliance with Paragraph 1-7 of
Section 566 of the Real Property Tax Law,
RESOLVED, further, That any refund of $500 or more must be approved by the Tompkins County Legislature
pursuant to Paragraph 8(b) of Section 556 of the Real Property Tax Law,
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator shall transmit on or before the 15th day of each month a
report to the Tompkins County Legislature of all the refunds processed in the previous month,
RESOLVED, further, That this resolution shall only be in effect during the calendar year 2019.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Recycling and Materials Management Department
Category: Solid Waste and Recycling Center
Functional Category:

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. E

1
2
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DOC ID: 8305

Resolution Urging New York State Legislature to Increase Recycling
and Reduce Municipal Waste Management Costs by Expanding the
New York State Returnable Container Act
WHEREAS, Tompkins County operates a nationally recognized recycling program for residents, businesses,
schools, and colleges with a goal to reduce solid waste and recycle as much of the waste stream as possible in order to
benefit the environment, create jobs, and preserve the State’s disposal capacity, and
WHEREAS, empty wine, spirit, and beverage glass containers comprise an estimated 300,000 tons of curbside
recyclables statewide, and
WHEREAS, such empty glass bottles are not economically viable to recycle as part of curbside recycling
programs throughout New York State because the bottles break and become contaminated with paper, plastic, and
other non-glass materials at local recycling recovery and sorting facilities, and
WHEREAS, there are no economically viable markets to recycle this contaminated, broken glass material into
new glass bottles, and, therefore, the unwanted glass becomes a significant financial burden to New York State’s local
communities, and
WHEREAS, significant environmental benefits would be realized, including the avoidance of one ton of
carbon dioxide for every six tons of container glass recycled if breaking and contaminating this glass could be
prevented, and
WHEREAS, the New York State Returnable Container Act, also known as the Bottle Bill, has proven to be the
most effective method for the recovery and recycling of various glass beverage containers, including glass beer and
soda bottles, and
WHEREAS, several other states recognize the environmental and economic benefits of including wine, spirit,
and other glass beverage containers in their respective Bottle Bill systems, including California, Hawaii, Iowa, Maine,
and Vermont, and
WHEREAS, Tompkins County is committed to the New York State solid waste management hierarchy which
emphasizes waste reduction, reuse and recycling first, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, That the Tompkins County
Legislature does hereby urge the New York State Legislature to expand the Bottle Bill as outlined above to include
wine, liquor, and all other glass drink containers as a means to increase recycling, create new recycling jobs, as well as
reduce the significant financial burden such containers place on local municipalities as part of a curbside recycling
collection program.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Recycling and Materials Management Department
Category: Solid Waste and Recycling Center
Functional Category:

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

DOC ID: 8305

This resolution urges the New York State Legislature to expand the Returnable Container
Act, also known as the Bottle Bill, to include wine, liquor and other glass beverage
containers.
The existing NYS Bottle Bill has proven to be the most effective way to recover and recycle
various glass beverage containers, including beer and soda bottles. Glass beverage containers
with a deposit have an economically viable market because they are source-separated and
clean.
These glass bottles currently have no economically viable recycling markets as part of singlestream curbside collection programs. The bottles break and contaminate paper and other
materials at recycling facilities, resulting in diminished paper revenues and increased
garbage.
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Recycling and Materials Management Department
Category: Solid Waste and Recycling Center
Functional Category:

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. F

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
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DOC ID: 8306

Authorization to Execute a Contract for Purchase and
Implementation of a Weigh Scale Software System for the
Department of Recycling and Materials Management
WHEREAS, the Department of Recycling and Materials Management (R&MM) completed a thorough review
of financial and account transactions, processes, systems integrations, and records and information access and retention
requirements related to departmental goals, programs and services, and determined that the manual, paper-based
system and existing software is not capable of meeting the Department’s current and future needs, and
WHEREAS, the Department of R&MM, in coordination with Tompkins County Information Technology
Services (ITS), participated in a Smart Office Business Process Analysis conducted by the Tompkins Cortland
Community College BIZ process to help structure and define the Request for Proposal (RFP) for a weigh scale
software system, and
WHEREAS, the Department of R&MM, in coordination with ITS, issued a RFP for a software system, and
WHEREAS, based on the RFP and interview process, and the additional review of requirements by ITS, the
Department has selected a vendor to meet their long-term project and service needs, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, That the County
Administrator, or his designee, is granted authority to enter into a contract with Paradigm Software L.L.C. of
Cockeysville, MD, other County ongoing professional support contracts, and utilization of the New York State Office
of General Service background contract,
RESOLVED, further, That the Tompkins County Department of Recycling and Materials Management is
authorized to expend funds defined in this resolution for professional services and software licensing associated with
this project implementation,
RESOLVED further, That the aforementioned project be paid for by using $47,353.00 from account
HH8101.59239 proj.81.65 RSWC/FACILITY SITE UPGRADE.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Recycling and Materials Management Department
Category: Solid Waste and Recycling Center
Functional Category:

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
DOC ID: 8306
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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13
14
15

The Department of Recycling and Materials Management utilizes a software program to
process transactions at the weigh station and office. The current software has been used for
over 20 years, is quite outdated, inefficient and can no longer handle the tasks required.
Additionally, the current software is not compatible with the Windows 10 operating system,
modern server and network configurations, reporting requirements, and improved business
processes.
The Department worked with the Director of ITS for assistance in procuring a new scale
software system. The TC3 Smart Work process was utilized to develop the requirements for
the Request for Proposals (RFP).
The County received a proposal that meets the RFP requirements from Paradigm Software
L.L.C. of Cockeysville, MD. Based on the proposal, interview, and references, the Director
of ITS and the Director of R&MM recommend that the County award a contract to Paradigm
Software, L.L.C. in the amount of $43,048 (with a 10% contingency of $4,305 to be used at
the County’s discretion).
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Clerk of the Legislature
Category: Taxes (Sales, Room Occupancy, Etc.)
Functional Category: Annual Resolutions

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. G

1
2
3
4
5
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DOC ID: 8225

Delegation of Authority to Authorize Certain Tax Refunds and Credits
of $2,500 and Under
WHEREAS, Section 554 of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes a tax-levying body to delegate the
correction of tax rolls due to a clerical error, an error in essential fact, or an unlawful entry (as defined in Section 550
of the Real Property Tax Law), and
WHEREAS, Section 556 of the Real Property Tax Law authorizes a tax-levying body to delegate the payment
of tax refunds due to a clerical error, an error in essential fact, or an unlawful entry, and
WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Government Operations Committee that such delegation would increase
efficiency in processing said refunds and therefore be beneficial to the taxpayer, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the County Director of
Assessment shall transmit corrections and/or refund recommendations to the County Administrator,
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator is hereby authorized to allow payments of bills where a
recommended refund or credit is $2,500 or less, without prior audit by the tax-levying body, in compliance with
Paragraph 9 (a), (c) of Section 554, and Paragraph 8 (a), (c), (d), and Paragraphs 9 and 10 of Section 556 of the Real
Property Tax Law,
RESOLVED, further, That any refund or credit over $2,500 must be approved by the Tompkins County
Legislature pursuant to Paragraphs 8 (a), 9, and 10 of Section 566 of the Real Property Tax Law, except for refunds
amounting to over $2,500 as a result of Real Property Tax Law Article 7 litigation ordered by the New York State
Supreme Court,
RESOLVED, further, That the Director of Assessment shall provide a report to the appropriate program
committee at a minimum of twice per year of all the corrections and refunds processed in the previous months,
RESOLVED, further, That this resolution shall only be in effect during the calendar year 2019.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Planning and Sustainability Department
Category: Grants
Functional Category:

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. H

DOC ID: 8282

1

Acceptance of Snowmobile Trail Grant for the 2018-2019 Season

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

WHEREAS, Tompkins County, through its Department of Planning and Sustainability, has agreed to be the
pass through agency for funds awarded by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
(OPRHP) for the purpose of funding snowmobile trail maintenance by local snowmobile clubs, and
WHEREAS, the funds will be used by local snowmobile clubs to maintain 102 miles of existing trails in
Tompkins County, and
WHEREAS, grant funds have been awarded in the amount of $32,352.00, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee, That
the County hereby accepts funds in the amount of $32,352.00 from the New York State OPRHP,
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee be authorized to execute any contracts
related to this project.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-1
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12.a

Tompkins County

121 East Court Street
Ithaca, New York 14850
Katherine Borgella, AICP
Commissioner of Planning and Sustainability

To:

Telephone (607) 274-5560
www.tompkinscountyny.gov/planning

Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee

From: Joan Jurkowich, Planning Administrator
Date:

December 4, 2018

RE:

Acceptance of Snowmobile Trail Grant for the 2018-2019

1. Actions requested
Approve a resolution to accept state funding for snowmobile trail maintenance, which have been awarded
by New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation.
2. Background
The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation administers a grant program to
encourage local snowmobile club stewardship and development of snowmobile trails in the state. In order
to be eligible for this grant program, a local municipality must sponsor the application, which the
Tompkins County Department of Planning and Sustainability has done since 1998. The 2018-2019 Phase
II Application includes five snowmobile clubs that are proposing to maintain 102 miles of existing trails
for snowmobile use in Tompkins County.
3. Financial Implications
None. The County would direct any funding received from the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic Preservation for snowmobile trails directly to the local snowmobile clubs.

4. Contact
Joan Jurkowich, Planning Department, 274-5560, jjurkowich@tompkins-co.org

Attachment: Memo to accept 2018-19 Snowmobile Funds (8282 : Acceptance of Snowmobile Trail Grant for the 2018-2019 Season)

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY

Inclusion through Diversity
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Health Department
Category: Budget
Functional Category: Contingent Fund, Mental Health, Personnel

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. I

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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12
13
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16
17
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

DOC ID: 8280

Appropriation from Contingent Fund and Creation of Position –
Mental Health Court Resource Coordinator
WHEREAS, the Department of Mental Health Services, the City of Ithaca, and the Ithaca City Court have
agreed to partner on the creation of a Mental Health Court Resource Coordinator to serve as a liaison between the
Court, treatment providers, case managers, attorneys, law enforcement, court clerks and all other relevant stakeholders
on behalf of individuals diagnosed with mental health conditions or co-occurring disorders, and
WHEREAS, the Expanded Budget Committee of the Tompkins County Legislature included “Funding for
position of Resource Coordinator for Mental Health Court in Contingent Fund pending details from Mental Health
Department and progress on Mental Health Court,” in its Tentative Budget via Amendment No. 28, on October 10,
2018, and subsequently adopted it as part of the 2019 Tompkins County Budget on Thursday, November 8, 2018, thus
setting aside $50,000 for this purpose in the Contingent Fund, and
WHEREAS, this one-time funding is intended to demonstrate a need for a Mental Health Court in Tompkins
County to leverage future ongoing funding from the New York State Office of Court Administration, now therefore be
it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Health and Human Services and the Budget, Capital and Personnel
Committees, That one full-time, 40-hour per week position, of Mental Health Court Resource Coordinator (11/1561) is
hereby created effective January 1, 2019, White Collar labor grade 11, competitive class,
RESOLVED, further, That the Director of Finance is hereby authorized and directed to make the following
appropriation in the 2019 Budget:
DECREASE:

1990.54400

Contingent Fund

$50,000

INCREASE:

4310.42797
4310.51000561
4310.54400
4310.58800

Other Local Govt Contributions
Mental Health Court Resource Coordinator
Program Expense
Fringes

$25,000
$43,153
$10,784
$21,063

SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: Clerk of the Legislature
Category: Administrative
Functional Category: Annual Resolutions

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. J

DOC ID: 8226

1

Establishing 2019 Meeting Dates

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the 2019 regular meetings
of the Tompkins County Legislature are as follows:
Tuesday,
January 15,
Tuesday,
February 5,
Tuesday,
February 19,
Tuesday,
March 5,
Tuesday,
March 19,
Tuesday,
April 2,
Tuesday,
April 16,
Tuesday,
May 7,
Tuesday,
May 21,
Tuesday,
June 4,
Tuesday,
June 18,
Tuesday,
July 2,
Tuesday,
July 16,
Tuesday,
August 6,
Tuesday,
August 20,
Tuesday,
September 3,
Tuesday,
September 17,
Tuesday,
October 1,
Tuesday,
October 15,
Thursday,
November 7,
Tuesday,
November 19,
Tuesday,
December 3,
Tuesday,
December 17,
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m. (NYSAC Conf. January 28-30)
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m. (NYSAC Fall Conf. not yet confirmed)
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m. (November 5 - Election Day)
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.
2019 at 5:30 p.m.

Page 1
Packet Pg. 14

Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: County Administration
Category: Buildings and Facilities
Functional Category: History and Culture Center

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. K

DOC ID: 8330

Pending Government Operations Comm. action 1-3-2019
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

Accepting and Approving the Recommendation of the Governance
Council of the Tompkins Center for History and Culture to Extend an
Offer of Tenancy to Discover Cayuga Lake
Whereas, Tompkins County has established the Tompkins Center for History and Culture (the “TCHC”) in the
Historic Trust Company Building on the Ithaca Commons as a home for community not-for-profit organizations that
support and celebrate our local history and culture, and
Whereas, pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding executed by all of the participants in the TCHC and
Tompkins County, the tenants have established a Governance Council to coordinate the internal operations of the
TCHC, including the initial consideration of potential new tenants in the event there is available space in the TCHC,
and
Whereas, there is currently an available space for rent in the TCHC, consisting of a 133 square foot office, and
Whereas, the Governance Council has received a request from a local not-for-profit organization to be
considered as a tenant in the TCHC for an available space, received information and conducted interviews with this
potential tenant, and has determined that the addition of this tenant would be in the common interest of the TCHC, and
Whereas, the potential tenant, Discover Cayuga Lake, Inc., is a local not-for-profit organization with a mission
of providing experiential learning opportunities that promote academic achievement, environmental literacy, and
lifelong relationships with the waterways that define our communities, with the goal of engaging individuals and
empowering communities throughout the Finger Lakes, and
Whereas, the Governance Council has submitted a request to the Tompkins County Legislature to approve this
not-for-profit organization as a tenant, and
Whereas, the Government Operations Committee has reviewed the information submitted by the TCHC
Governance Council, now therefore be it
Resolved, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the Tompkins County
Legislature hereby approves the request of the Governance Council of the TCHC to accept Discover Cayuga Lake as a
tenant of the TCHC,
Resolved, further, That the County Administrator is directed to engage in lease negotiations with the potential
new tenant, Discover Cayuga Lake.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-21
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Tompkins County Legislature

Meeting: 01/03/19 05:30 PM
Department: County Administration
Category: Buildings and Facilities
Functional Category: History and Culture Center

Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building
Ithaca, NY 14850

SCHEDULED
RESOLUTION NO. i

DOC ID: 8331

Pending Government Operations Comm. action 1-3-2019
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

Accepting and Approving the Recommendation of the Governance
Council of the Tompkins Center for History and Culture to Extend an
Offer of Tenancy to the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra
Whereas, Tompkins County has established the Tompkins Center for History and Culture (the “TCHC”) in the
Historic Trust Company Building on the Ithaca Commons as a home for community not-for-profit organizations that
support and celebrate our local history and culture, and
Whereas, pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding executed by all of the participants in the TCHC and
Tompkins County, the tenants have established a Governance Council to coordinate the internal operations of the
TCHC, including the initial consideration of potential new tenants in the event there is available space in the TCHC,
and
Whereas, there is currently an available space for rent in the TCHC, consisting of a 166 square foot office; and
Whereas, the Governance Council has received a request from a local not-for-profit organization to be
considered as a tenant in the TCHC for an available space, received information and conducted interviews with this
potential tenant, and has determined that the addition of this tenant would be in the common interest of the TCHC, and
Whereas, the potential tenant, Cayuga Chamber Orchestra, is a local not-for-profit organization that has been
presenting exceptional live classical music to the region since 1976, is devoted to fostering artistic life in the Ithaca and
Finger Lakes regions of New York State through professional excellence, vibrant performances, community education,
and passion for transformation through music, and
Whereas, the Governance Council has submitted a request to the Tompkins County Legislature to approve this
not-for-profit organization as a tenant, and
Whereas, the Government Operations Committee has reviewed the information submitted by the TCHC
Governance Council, now therefore be it
Resolved, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the Tompkins County
Legislature hereby approves the request of the Governance Council of the TCHC to accept the Cayuga Chamber
Orchestra as a tenant in the TCHC,
Resolved, further, That the County Administrator is directed to engage in lease negotiations with the potential
new tenant, the Cayuga Chamber Orchestra.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-21
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Tompkins County Legislature
Regular Meeting Minutes – Draft 12-21-18
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 5:30 PM
Legislature Chambers
Public Hearing - Capital Improvement Project at the Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport and the
Proposed Issuance of the Series B Notes

Shari Korthuis, Ithaca, spoke in opposition to a new Airport for many reasons including it being
an additional tax burden and adds a customs facility that she believes will be used as a federal detention
center for ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement). She also spoke in opposition to the Industrial
Development Agency’s (IDA) being involved with the project expansion.
Barbara Regenspan, City of Ithaca resident, spoke in opposition to the Airport expansion project
for three major reasons: 1) the project will cost millions of dollars for taxpayers and is being justified by
the IDA; 2) there will be a 5,000 square foot Federal customs facility that will have one Customs Agent to
be hired by the County; and 3) claims that the Airport is associated with Ithaca's friendliness to
“foreigners” and questioned where the connection is. The project is counter intuitive and irrational at a
time when funding is desperately needed for services such as affordable housing, mental health, and
addiction and recovery.
Josh Brokaw referenced an e-mail he sent to Legislators earlier this week. He spoke of thresholds
needing to be met in order for an Airport to have a customs facility and questioned if that is the case here.
He spoke in opposition to the Airport project and said it is about money, taxes, and international
commerce; it’s not about the poor or housing the homeless. He believes the County should look at what
is being brought in and what the government is using this facility for versus what they are saying.
Patricia Rodriguez, member of the Steering Committee for the Tompkins County Immigrant
Rights Coalition, said she had several questions that were printed in a Truthslayer article that she would
like addressed. She would like to have greater scrutiny of the Airport project especially with the Federal
customs facility. She believes what a customs facility means is a US customs and border protection
facility that operates under the auspicious of the Homeland Security Department. She urged the
Legislature prior to approving this funding to have the details and share them publicly and outlined her
questions she would like to have answered.
Beth Harris, Tompkins County Immigrant Rights Coalition, agreed with the concerns raised by
the previous speaker. She spoke of her recent experience with visiting the Mexico border and questions if
this Airport project is another step in moving towards the militarized project that is happening at the
border.
Ms. Robertson asked Mr. Molino to respond to the concerns brought forward.
Mr. Molino provided the following response but said he did not have a response to all the
questions and would have to get back to the Legislature and the public:
 There is no relationship between ICE or immigration enforcement and the new facility.
 Our facility is on the secure side of the Airport and not suitable as an additional office or rallying
point.
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Ms. Robertson, Chair, opened the public hearing at 5:30 p.m. concerning the Capital
Improvement Project at the Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport and the Proposed Issuance of the Series B
Notes and asked if anyone wished to speak.

 The Inspection Station simply allows our international guests and visitors to arrive directly into
Tompkins County. It also offers the prospect of pre-cleared commercial air service, where the agent
would be checking the manifest, not inspecting the passengers and cargo.
 Our facility will be a “user fee” operation. That means the Airport has to pay for the agent, but we
are allowed to recoup our expenses by charging a fee for service. No taxpayer dollars are involved.
 While the agent works for Customs Border Patrol (CBP), he/she is responsive to the Airport.
 Because it is on the secure side of the Airport, we will be able to track CBP activity.
 It doesn’t follow that having this facility in any way empowers ICE beyond what they are already
doing in our community.
 The facility cannot be a hub and we have the control to shut it down.
 With regard to the Law Enforcement at the Airport, that service is partially paid for by the TSA and
the balance is picked up by the enterprise fund.
Mr. Molino spoke about the funding for the construction of the project and said this is a
temporary bridge borrowing that allows the County to pay expenses as construction takes place then seek
reimbursement from the State and Federal government. The BAN is then paid back at the end of the
project. The County is still seeking additional funds for other elements of the project; this action is not
intended to have the County go into long-term debt. The goal is that the project not be paid for with any
taxpayer dollars. There is funding available in the Enterprise Fund to handle some additional debt and
this is another option.
In reference to the question about the size of the facility, Mr. Molino said he does not have an
answer to that, but will discuss this with Airport Director, Mike Hall, to discuss that. He said the Airport
Director is more than willing to sit down with people to answer these questions.
Ms. Robertson commented that everything that funds the Airport comes from Passenger Facility
Charges from the users of the Airport, not from general property taxes or sales tax revenues. Mr. Molino
said that is correct; unlike many other airports, the Tompkins County’s Airport is self-sustaining and
supports itself from fees generated through its users.
Madona Stallman, new resident of Tompkins County, said it was difficult to hear Mr. Molino’s
comments and asked if he could again address the customs facility questions.
Mr. Molino said the Airport Director, Mike Hall, is the best person to talk more explicitly about
the customs facility. He does not know the answer as to why the facility is 5,000 square feet, but advised
the inspection station is intended to allow international guests and visitors to arrive directly at the Airport.
It also offers the prospect of pre-cleared, commercial air service where the agent will be checking a
manifest and not inspecting the passengers of the cargo. This facility has no relationship with ICE.
Additional questions should be directed to the Airport Director. He understands Mike Hall has reached
out to members of the media who have contacted him to set up a meeting to answer those specific
questions. He believes that is the best avenue for follow-up.
Ms. Robertson said a big purpose of the customs facility is for commercial cargo to and from our
industrial producers and businesses that trade with international consumers and it is possible that is the
reason for the 5,000 square feet facility.
Ute Ritz-Deutch, Member of the Tompkins County Immigrant Rights Coalition, appreciates the
notion that border protection is not the same as ICE. However, she reminded the Legislature that when
Rochester was a point of entry because of the ferry that is when customs and border protection was
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established there. That office remained when the ferry service went bankrupt and now has additional
agents. She believes that according to law that this area is under the jurisdiction of the customs and
border protection and is concerned about that.
No one else wished to speak and the public hearing was closed at 5:58 p.m.
Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Members and guests participated in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Roll Call of Members
Attendee Name
Shawna Black
Amanda Champion
Deborah Dawson
Henry Granison
Rich John
Anna Kelles
Daniel Klein
Anne Koreman
Michael Lane
Leslyn McBean-Clairborne
David McKenna
Glenn Morey
Martha Robertson
Michael Sigler

Title
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Member

Status
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

Announcements of Executive Sessions, Reordering of Business, and Special Orders of the Day
Ms. Robertson requested an executive session be held later in the meeting to discuss litigation,
labor negotiations, and a personnel matter with respect to a particular person.
Privilege of the Floor by the Public
Nao Shapiro-Tamir, Ulysses resident, spoke in support of the County passing a proposed plastic
bag ban.
Shari Korthuis, Ithaca resident, asked the Legislature to put a moratorium on Industrial
Development Agency projects until they are creating and retaining more jobs in the community.
Report from a Municipal Official(s)
Ducson Nuygen, Common Council Member, provided updates on City’s activities. A preferred
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In response to Ms. Black’s question concerning the parking in front of the Public Library
including the displaced handicap parking spaces on Green Street, Mr. Nuygen said the City continues to
look into this and the three handicap spaces have been moved to Cayuga Street.
Ms. Robertson asked if the City was considering a parking study, Mr. Nuygen said the City will
be doing a comprehensive parking study.
In response to Mr. Granison’s question about the Housing Commission, Mr. Nuygen said no
decision has been made yet as to how that would be formed.
Resolutions Added to and Withdrawn from the Agenda
It was MOVED by Mr. Sigler, seconded by Mr. McKenna, and unanimously adopted by voice
vote, to add to the agenda the resolution entitled Authorization to Contract with the Bonadio Group for
Loan Valuation Services.
There were no resolutions withdrawn from the agenda.
Consent Agenda
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Anne Koreman, Member
Leslyn McBean-Clairborne, Member
Black, Champion, Dawson, Granison, John, Kelles, Klein, Koreman, Lane,
McBean-Clairborne, McKenna, Morey, Robertson, Sigler

Advisory Board Appointment(s) (ID # 8254)
Board of Health
Dr. David Evelyn, Physician representative - term expires December 31, 2024
Youth Services Board
Khaki Wunderlich, At-large representative - term expires December 31, 2021
Personal Emergency Response Service Advisory Board
Edward Bergman - Representative of an Agency representing the disabled or elderly - term expires
December 31, 2020
Workforce Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Anna Kelles - Legislator; term expires December 31, 2021
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developer for the Green Street parking garage project has been selected and the demolition of the Old
Library has begun. Items discussed in the Planning and Development Committee meeting included the
Department of Public Works flood study and next steps, Codification of the Green Building policy
moving forward, historic designation of the old bus station on the west end, and a moratorium on
backyard infill development, but was not approved. He commented that many of his constituents are
concerned with the County’s potential purchase of the property on Tioga Street and Sears Street.
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Environmental Management Council - term expires December 31, 2020
Maureen Bolton - Town of Enfield representative

Resolution No. 2018-298: Authorization to Participate in Various Contracts Let by Any
Government Entity of the United States of America (ID #8231)
WHEREAS, New York State General Municipal Law §103 has been amended to allow counties
to utilize a contract let by the United States of America or any agency thereof, any state, or any other
county or political subdivision or district therein for materials, equipment, supplies, or contract for
services, and
WHEREAS, the Finance Department may determine throughout the 2019 fiscal year that it would
be in the County’s best interest to participate in another government agency’s contract, now therefore be
it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, That
Tompkins County is hereby authorized to exercise the option to participate in any bid of the United States
Government or its agencies, any state, or any other county or political subdivision or district for materials,
equipment, supplies, or contract services as authorized by General Municipal Law §103,
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator, or his designee, be and hereby is
authorized to execute required contract documents.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-299: Authorization to Disburse Funds - County Administration (ID #8156)
WHEREAS, it is necessary to specify annually the manner of disbursement of appropriated
funds, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, That the
County Administrator be and hereby is authorized and directed to disburse all appropriated funds up to
the amount of the appropriation included in the 2019 budget, provided that whenever a contract is
required funds will be disbursed in accordance with the terms of said agreement.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-300: Delegating to the Finance Director of the County of Tompkins, New
York, the Power To Authorize the Issuance of and to Sell $10,000,000
Revenue Anticipation Notes of Said County in Anticipation of Receipt
of State Aid During the Fiscal Year of Said County Commencing
January 1, 2019 (ID #8155)
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Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board - terms expire December 31, 2022
Daniel J. Carey - Farmer
Paul Gier - Agri-Business representative
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WHEREAS, it is prudent to allow for the possible issuance of revenue anticipation notes should
there be a cash-flow problem resulting from delays in State Aid during 2019, now therefore be it

Section 1. The power to authorize the issuance of and to sell $10,000,000 revenue anticipation
notes of the County of Tompkins, New York, including renewals thereof, in anticipation of the receipt of
State Aid due said County during the fiscal year of said County commencing January 1, 2019, is hereby
delegated to the Finance Director, the chief fiscal officer of said County. Such notes shall be of such
terms, form, and contents, and shall be sold in such manner as may be determined by the Finance
Director, consistent with the provisions of the Local Finance Law.
Section 2. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-301: Authorization to Sign Drafts (Checks) - County Administrator (ID
#8153)
WHEREAS, it is necessary, annually, to authorize a Tompkins County official to sign all
Tompkins County drafts (checks), now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, That during
2019 the County Administrator be and hereby is authorized to sign all drafts of the County of Tompkins
and to delegate this authority to the Finance Director,
RESOLVED, further, That County Officials acting in their official capacity as custodians or other
representatives of clients have authority to sign checks in furtherance of their fiduciary responsibilities.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-302: Authorization for Finance Director to Make Year-End Transfers,
Appropriations, and Budget Adjustments as Required (ID #8152)
WHEREAS, it is necessary, annually, to balance Tompkins County's financial books, now
therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, That during
2019 the County Finance Director be and hereby is authorized and directed to make year-end transfers,
appropriations, and budget adjustments required to clear credit balances from the books at year’s end,
RESOLVED, further, That any such additional entries made by the County Finance Director shall
be reported back to the Tompkins County Legislature.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
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RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, by the
Legislature of the County of Tompkins, New York as follows:
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Resolution No. 2018-303: Town and City Budgets and Printing of Tax Rates (ID #8151)

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, That, in
accordance with the laws of the State of New York and with budgets adopted by the several town boards
of the County of Tompkins now on file with the Clerk of the Legislature, there be levied upon and
collected from the taxable property of the several towns of the County and the City of Ithaca the sums
contained in those budgets,
RESOLVED, further, That said summaries of the budgets of the several towns of the County and
the City of Ithaca be printed in the 2018 Proceedings of the Tompkins County Legislature,
RESOLVED, further, That after the tax rates are ascertained for the various towns and the City of
Ithaca, the Clerk shall print such rates in the 2018 Proceedings of the Legislature following the budgets of
the several towns and City.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-304: Approving Completed Tax Rolls and Directing the Executing and
Delivery of Warrants (ID #8150)
WHEREAS, it is necessary annually to provide for property tax collection in Tompkins County to
meet expenses and the cost of municipal governments in Tompkins County, and to direct that upon the
tax rolls of the several towns and City, the several taxes will be extended, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee, That the tax
rolls be approved as completed and that there shall be extended and carried out upon the roll the amount
to be levied against each parcel of real property shown thereon,
RESOLVED, further, That there be annexed to each of said rolls a tax warrant prepared by the
Director of Assessment as provided for in Section 4.00(b) of the Tompkins County Charter, that such
warrants shall be the respective amounts theretofore authorized to be levied upon each of said rolls, that
the several warrants be signed by the Chair and the Clerk of the Legislature under seal of the Legislature
and by the Director of Assessment, and that said rolls with said warrants annexed are to be forthwith
delivered to the respective collectors of the nine towns and City districts of the County.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-305: Authorization to Continue the Homeownership and Housing
Rehabilitation Programs through the Use of Program Income Funds
and to Increase Contracts with Ithaca Neighborhood Housing
Services (ID #8289)
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WHEREAS, annually Tompkins County must keep a record of the adopted City and Town
budgets and must, in accordance with the laws of New York State, levy and collect property taxes per
those adopted budgets, now therefore be it
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WHEREAS, the County has Program Income funds available from Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) awards from New York State for homeownership assistance loans, and

WHEREAS, due to New York State policy changes, any program income funds that communities
are not able to commit for eligible purposes by March 31, 2019, must be returned to New York State, and
WHEREAS, Tompkins County seeks to maximize the benefits available to low- to moderateincome community members prior to this deadline, and
WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature through Resolution No. 2017-120 authorized
$400,000 in Program Income funds for the continuation of the Homeownership Program and $300,000 in
Program Income funds for the continuation of the Housing Rehabilitation Program, and
WHEREAS, the Program Income contracts with Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services for the
continuation of the Homeownership Program extend through March 2019, and
WHEREAS, many additional low- to moderate-income homeowners in the County need
significant home purchase and housing rehabilitation assistance, and
WHEREAS, Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services has successfully administered both the
Homeownership Program and the Housing Rehabilitation Program, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Housing Committee, That the County hereby authorizes
the granting of any remaining New York State CDBG Program Income funds up to $500,000 until the
March 31, 2019, deadline to Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services to continue the Homeownership and
Housing Rehabilitation Programs,
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to amend the
existing contracts with Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services to continue its role in the Homeownership
Program and Housing Rehabilitation Program using Program Income funds,
RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to execute any
contracts related to this project,
RESOLVED, further, That the Director of Finance is authorized to make the following 2019
budget adjustment:
Revenue
CD8695.42411
Program Income
$500,000
Appropriation
CD8695.54400
Program Expense
$500,000
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II - 20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-306: Budget Transfer - Department of Emergency Response (ID #8272)
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WHEREAS, under New York State rules, these program income funds must be re-spent for like
purposes as the original grants, including assisting low- to moderate-income households to purchase
homes or rehabilitate their owner-occupied homes, and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Administrative Manual Policy 05-02, budget adjustments exceeding
$5,000 require Legislative approval, and
WHEREAS, the Department of Emergency Response has leased additional space at
communications system sites since the 2018 budget was adopted, and

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, That the Director of Finance
is hereby authorized and directed to make the following budget adjustment:
FROM:
TO:

3411.42410

3411.54432
3411.54425
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20

Rents

$ 32,400

Rent
Service Contracts

$ 18,400
$ 14,000

*********
Resolution No. 2018-307: Resolution Determining that the Tompkins County Legislature will not
take Action at this time to Opt Out of the New York State Law that
Allows Ride-Hailing Services to Operate within Tompkins County (ID
#8277)
WHEREAS, New York State has authorized ride-hailing services to operate in upstate counties,
including Tompkins County, unless a county enacts legislation opting out of the law, and
WHEREAS, during 2017, the Tompkins County Transportation Committee examined the
question of whether or not to permit ride-hailing services to operate within the County, and
WHEREAS, the Transportation Committee received comments from Uber, Lyft, taxi operators,
the City of Ithaca, Cornell University, and various members of the public, and
WHEREAS, issues reviewed included the impact on the business operations of taxi operators; the
need for driver certification as is required for taxi drivers; and issues of insurance and protection of
passengers, and
WHEREAS, the New York State law requires ride-hailing services to enter into contractual
agreements with airports to which they intend to provide service, and both Uber and Lyft have now
signed contracts with the Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport, and
WHEREAS, during 2017, the Transportation Committee determined not to recommend any
County action blocking ride-hailing services within the County, but to review the matter again after a year
had passed, and
WHEREAS, during 2018, the Transportation Committee took comment on how ride-hailing
services were now working within the County and the Committee heard from taxi operators and drivers,
and representatives of the Lyft organization, and
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WHEREAS, additional revenues will be applied toward co-location fees and infrastructure site
costs, now therefore be it
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WHEREAS, the taxi operators are continuing to provide necessary services within the County for
all kinds of passengers, while the ride-hailing services seemed mainly to service student riders on
weekends, and

WHEREAS, should conditions change substantially in the future, Tompkins County can always
reexamine this issue, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Transportation Committee, That the Tompkins County
Legislature determines that it will not take any action at this time to discontinue ride-hailing services
within the County.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-308: Tax Roll Refund – City of Ithaca 70.-7-4.2 (ID #8264)
WHEREAS, this Legislature is informed that an error has been made in the 2018/2019 Ithaca
City School tax roll for the City of Ithaca, namely parcel 70-7-4.2 assessed to Lenroc, LP, was
erroneously charged $163,195.20, and
WHEREAS, said property is an Industrial Development Agency (IDA) project and is tax exempt,
and
WHEREAS, Lenroc, LP, paid $163,195.20 on October 22, 2018, and
WHEREAS, Lenroc, LP, is only responsible for In Lieu of Taxes for the IDA in the amount of
$66,808.04, and
WHEREAS, to date, In Lieu of Taxes have not been paid, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the payment
for the 2018/2019 Ithaca School tax bill be refunded,
RESOLVED, further, That the refund be in the amount of $96,387.16 with the remaining
$66,808.04 to be retained by the Ithaca City School District for the In Lieu of Taxes due.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Housing Committee
Resolution No. 2018-309: Authorization to Contract with the Bonadio Group for Loan Valuation
Services (ID #8312)
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WHEREAS, the taxi operators that are licensed by the City of Ithaca, specifically did not ask for
a ban on ride-hailing services but did ask for a level playing field so as to be able to operate
competitively, and
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Ms. McDonald, Deputy Commissioner of Planning and Sustainability, explained the purpose of
the resolution and said it is a result of New York State making significant policy changes to the
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program.

RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Michael Sigler, Member
Deborah Dawson, Member
Shawna Black, Amanda Champion, Deborah Dawson, Henry Granison, Rich
John, Anna Kelles, Daniel Klein, Anne Koreman, Michael Lane, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, David McKenna, Glenn Morey, Martha Robertson,
Michael Sigler

WHEREAS, the County has a New York State Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
loan portfolio generated through awards from New York State which it used to provide loans to low- to
moderate-income households to purchase homes in Tompkins County, and
WHEREAS, under New York State rules, payments made on these loans become program
income funds, and
WHEREAS, due to New York State policy changes, any program income funds communities
receive after March 31, 2019, must be returned to New York State, and
WHEREAS, many of these loans are expected to generate payments for years to come, and in the
case of due-upon-sale loans, payments may be made many decades in the future, and
WHEREAS, Tompkins County seeks to maximize the benefits available to it low- to moderateincome community members prior to this deadline, and
WHEREAS, there is the potential to sell this New York State CDBG loan portfolio and use the
proceeds of the sale for CDBG-eligible projects provided that the projects are approved by the State and
the funds committed by March 31, 2019, and
WHEREAS, the objective, third-party valuation of this portfolio will establish a fair value to
assist the County’s negotiation of the portfolio’s sale and thereby establish the amount of funding
available for commitment to eligible projects, and
WHEREAS, the County’s Finance Director has established that the Bonadio Group is the only
firm with the qualifications, willingness, and ability to perform the services needed in the timely manner
required to meet the State deadline, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Housing Committee, That the County Administrator or
his designee is authorized to execute any contracts related to Bonadio Group’s valuation of the County’s
New York State CDBG loan portfolio,
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Ms. Robertson thanked staff for their work on this proposal and said Tompkins County is the first
County to realize the impact and to take action to use these funds and not return them to the State.
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RESOLVED, further, That the Director of Finance is authorized to make the following budget
transfer for fiscal year 2018:
A8020.54412
Travel/Training
($6,000)
A8020.54442
Professional Services $6,000
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II - 20

Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Resolution No. 2018-310: Appropriation from Contingent Fund - Terminal Pay - Workforce
Development Coordinator - Office of Employment and Training (ID
#8203)
This resolution was adopted by a short roll call vote.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Anna Kelles, Member
Deborah Dawson, Member
Shawna Black, Amanda Champion, Deborah Dawson, Henry Granison, Rich
John, Anna Kelles, Daniel Klein, Anne Koreman, Michael Lane, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, David McKenna, Glenn Morey, Martha Robertson,
Michael Sigler

WHEREAS, the Workforce Development One Stop Career Center had one Workforce
Development Coordinator leave employment August 24, 2018, and
WHEREAS, the Fiscal Policy of Tompkins County allows for terminal-pay reimbursement to
Departments from the Contingent Fund, and
WHEREAS, the County’s Fiscal Policy (05-02) characterizes the Airport, Recycling and
Materials Management, the Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council, and Workforce
Development as enterprise units and therefore not eligible for reimbursement of terminal pay, and
WHEREAS, unlike other enterprise units, the Workforce Development Board and the Office of
Employment and Training do rely on County revenue to sustain their operations and do not have an
alternative source of funding to support terminal pay, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality and
the Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committees, That Section 4.03-A-4 of the County Policy 05-02,
prohibiting the use of County contingency funds to support terminal pay for the Workforce Development
Board and the Office of Employment and Training be waived,
RESOLVED, further, That the Director of Finance is hereby authorized and directed to make the
following budget appropriations for 2018:
A FUND - General Fund
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INCREASE EXPENSE ACCOUNT:
A9502.54400

Contribution to Community Development

$14,107.37

DECREASE EXPENSE ACCOUNT:
Contingent Fund

$14,107.37

CD FUND - Community Development Fund
INCREASE REVENUE ACCOUNT:
CD6292.42801

Interfund Revenues

$14,107.37

INCREASE EXPENSE ACCOUNT:
CD6292.51000790
CD6292.58800

Workforce Development Coordinator
Fringe

$ 9,709.80
$ 4,397.57

SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Resolution No. 2018-311: Appropriation from Contingent Fund - Terminal Pay - Transition
Workforce Specialist - Office of Employment and Training (ID #8202)
This resolution was adopted by a short roll call vote.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Anna Kelles, Member
Deborah Dawson, Member
Shawna Black, Amanda Champion, Deborah Dawson, Henry Granison, Rich
John, Anna Kelles, Daniel Klein, Anne Koreman, Michael Lane, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, David McKenna, Glenn Morey, Martha Robertson,
Michael Sigler

WHEREAS, the Workforce Development One Stop Career Center had one Transition Workforce
Specialist leave employment October 9, 2018, and
WHEREAS, the Fiscal Policy of Tompkins County allows for terminal-pay reimbursement to
Departments from the Contingent Fund, and
WHEREAS, the County’s Fiscal Policy (05-02) characterizes the Airport, Recycling and
Materials Management, the Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council, and Workforce
Development as enterprise units and therefore not eligible for reimbursement of terminal pay, and
WHEREAS, unlike other enterprise units, the Workforce Development Board and the Office of
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A1990.54400
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Employment and Training do rely on County revenue to sustain their operations and do not have an
alternative source of funding to support terminal pay, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, further, That the Director of Finance is hereby authorized and directed to make the
following budget appropriations for 2018:
A FUND - General Fund
INCREASE EXPENSE ACCOUNT:
A9502.54400
Contribution to Community Development

$3,181

DECREASE EXPENSE ACCOUNT:
A1990.54400
Contingent Fund

$3,181

CD FUND - Community Development Fund
INCREASE REVENUE ACCOUNT:
CD6292.42801
Interfund Revenues

$3,181

INCREASE EXPENSE ACCOUNT:
CD6292.51000783
Transition Workforce Specialist
CD6292.58800
Fringe

$2,189
$ 992

SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Privilege of the Floor by Legislators
Mr. Klein reported the Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) carried its four-millionth
passenger this year and that TCAT is showing an increase in its ridership. He also reported the TCAT
Board passed the following resolution honoring former Legislator Peter Stein who was also a TCAT
Board member for six years:
“WHEREAS, Dr. Peter C. Stein has generously dedicated his time and wisdom to improve public
transit in Tompkins County, and
“WHEREAS, Peter has shown deep care for both TCAT and the Tompkins County community
while serving as Director on the TCAT, Inc., Board of Directors from 2013 through 2018, and
“WHEREAS, Peter capably served as the TCAT Board’s Secretary-Treasurer in 2016, and ViceChairperson in 2017, as well as on the following Board committees: Audit and Transit Service in 2013;
Planning and Transit Service in 2014; Budget, Transit Service and Planning, of which he served as
Chairperson, in 2015; Transit Service in 2016; Executive and Budget, of which he served as Chairperson
in 2017; and Audit and Transit Service in 2018.
“WHEREAS, Peter, a distinguished scholar and Cornell University Professor of Physics,
Emeritus, a former Ithaca Town Board member and Tompkins County legislator, and TCAT rider, most
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RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality and
the Budget, Capital and Personnel Committees, That Section 4.03-A-4 of the County Policy 05-02,
prohibiting the use of County contingency funds to support terminal pay for the Workforce Development
Board and the Office of Employment and Training, be waived,

definitely illustrated the principles of force and motion in his civic life, and
“WHEREAS, with passion and persistence, Peter helped fight inertia by educating his community
that TCAT is critical to the community’s well-being, and that public transportation, in general, is key to
curbing carbon emissions,
“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the TCAT, Inc. Board recognizes the myriad
and significant contributions Peter has made to TCAT, Inc., and be it further
“RESOLVED, that the TCAT, Inc. Board extends its deep appreciation and gratitude to Peter for
his leadership and valuable service over the course of six years and wishes him all the best with his future
endeavors.”

Mr. John responded to statements made during the public hearing this evening concerning the
Industrial Development Agency (IDA). He strongly disagrees with the comments and said the
County needs a strong local government to support the social programming that is so important to all
of us. The Legislature spends so much of its time trying to pay for important programs that help
people in need. It takes a strong economy to do that and Tompkins County is fortunate as some of
that activity comes from the IDA. The County benefits from economic growth and the growth in the
tax base and jobs. The IDA is useful and helpful in that area.
Ms. Koreman reported she attended an interactive workshop on the opioid crisis. She said
Legislators Rich John and Henry Granison attended as well and encouraged others to do so. She
thanked this evening's speakers for their comments. She spoke to the Airport’s customs center and
said it is her understanding it will allow the flights to not have to go through customs multiple times.
She also commented that this project is not using taxpayer money. In addition, she spoke about the
IDA and believes this County can do better with encouraging and supporting local jobs. Ms.
Koreman said that at the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee meeting
today she had spoken with Legislators Klein and Champion and had agreed to push for a
postponement concerning the forest management issue; however, she received more information
since making the promise that changed her mind. She apologized and said she would not make
promises like that again in the future.
Ms. Kelles referenced some of the public comments earlier spoke about government lies and
reminded people not to dehumanize others. All Legislators are very accessible and very willing to
share information. Legislators are human too. She wished everyone Happy Holidays and said there
are many wonderful local shops and encouraged people to shop local.
Mr. Sigler also responded to the comments made this evening concerning the IDA and
Airport project. The IDA is not a grant program; it’s a tax abatement program. In reference to the
Airport money, it is directed to something specific and cannot be spent on other things. He spoke
about the customs facility and explained how it is key for this County being an international city. He
expressed concern with how it is being mischaracterized.
Ms. Dawson said in addition to Mr. Molino's explanation during the public hearing, the
County is committed to having a custom's facility; its only decision is how to pay for it. She also
commented that this is last meeting of the first year on the Legislature for the five new Legislators.
She thanked all of the senior Legislators for mentoring and teaching them and extended best holiday
wishes.
Mr. Lane said the Airport expansion does not include any additional runways. It is for a new
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terminal and customs facility. He reported on the recommended pay raises for New York Legislators
and hopes there will be support for that. The salaries would increase to $130,000, but would
eliminate additional compensation for other positions such as chairs of committees. The proposal
also includes outside income being limited to a percentage of their salary.

Special Topical Presentation and/or Legislative Discussion
Update on History of Health Consortium by Don Barber, Executive Director (ID #8285)
Mr. Barber, Executive Director, provided a PowerPoint presentation on the history and overview
of the Health Insurance Consortium.
Ms. Robertson asked that the presentation be distributed to Legislators.

Ms. Koreman thanked Mr. Barber and the Consortium for the work done to save the
taxpayers a great amount of money.
Mr. Lane congratulated Mr. Barber on so many municipalities joining and asked what is
being done to counter misinformation about the financial stability of the Consortium. Mr. Barber said
the Consortium is transparent and information is available on its website.
Mr. Sigler asked if there is any more the County can do to extend this to other organizations
and not for profits. Mr. Barber said the Department of Financial Services recognizes what the
County has done is doable and should be done in other places.
Ms. Robertson asked about the status of the County’s resolution to the State to support
allowing URA’s (Urban Renewal Agencies) and public libraries to join the Consortium. Mr. Barber
said he is awaiting communication from the State on this issue and will forward information as soon
as it is received. He said NYSAC is very well aware of these issues as well.
*********
Chair's Report and Chair's Appointments
Ms. Robertson reported the Airport starts service to Charlotte on Saturday once a week. United
has also made a decision to add a third flight to Dulles. This is the best launch they have ever seen of a
new service. Airport Director, Mike Hall, has a grant application in for eligible projects and there is
support from the County’s Federal delegation for the funding.
Ms. Robertson said she received notice that the State is opening new State office for immigration
assistance to serve the counties of Tioga and Tompkins. She has reached out and made a request that the
office be located in Tompkins County.
Ms. Robertson announced Crystal Peoples-Stokes has been named the new Assembly Majority
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large and diverse group. They talked about the good and the bad as it relates to marijuana. Many of
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Leader; she is the first woman and the first African American to serve in this position. She also
commented on the Governor’s announcement of his 100-day agenda and that a number of the items on
that list include Tompkins County’s items.

Ms. Robertson had no appointments.
Report from the County Administrator
Mr. Molino reported on the new Public Works Apprenticeship program with three municipalities:
Town of Ithaca, City of Ithaca, and Tompkins County. The program will provide an opportunity for
individuals to experience fist-hand the internal operations of three different municipal public work
environments.
Mr. Molino said he will be attending the NYSAC Conference in January as well. He was asked
to be a panelist for the homelessness Code Blue program. In reference to the County’s Shared-Services
Plan, he reported the County has received from the State the guidelines on how to report the services.
The Compliance Coordinator is spearheading this process and will be working with municipalities on
submitting that reimbursement to the State.
Mr. Molino reported on the Youth Services Director search and said they have begun reviewing
applications and is in the process of setting up telephone meetings.
Ms. Robertson said during the NYSAC Conference in January 2018, meetings were organized
with the Governor’s staff. She will be doing that again this year and said it is also an opportunity to meet
with State Department or Agency Heads, if anyone is interested, they should let her know.
Mr. Molino further commented on the Airport Capital project and said Airport Director, Mike
Hall, and Legislators are aware of the issues within the community raised this evening. It has never been
a plan that would support those things raised tonight. Global Cornell is an important part of the travel
industry and a big contributor. He will follow-up with Mr. Hall on some of the questions raised this
evening and report back to the Legislature.
Mrs. McBean-Clairborne thanked Mr. Molino for wanting to come back to the Legislature. She
hopes people will also understand who the Director is and look at his record too. He would not do
anything to jeopardize someone’s freedom.
Recess
Ms. Robertson declared recess at 7:39 p.m. The meeting reconvened at 7:49 p.m.
Report from the County Attorney
Mr. Wood commented on the opioid lawsuit and said the County has responded to the courts and
provided all of the discovery that was required.
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She reported on the NYSAC Conference that is being held in January and encouraged Legislators
to let staff know who is interested. As more money was allocated in 2019 for travel and training for
Legislators, she will be discussing a process and has sent out an e-mail asking for suggestions as to how
to set up the allocation of these funds.
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Report from the Finance Director

Mr. Snyder reviewed the Sales Tax Distribution Summary for the month of October and Year-toDate estimates. October 2018 was 6.37% higher than October 2017 and Year-to-Date it was 6.91%
higher. He reminded the Legislature that the months of November and December are typically the
County's bets two sales tax months.
He updated the Legislature on the Deputy Director’s search and said the final list of candidates
compiled and five of the ten applicants are being interviewed. He will conclude phone interviews this
week and will schedule live interviews. He hopes to have a person hired by February.
Oct. Sales Tax Report (ID#8317)
RESULT:

COMPLETED

Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee
Ms. Kelles, Chair, said the Committee met this morning. She reported that she recently attended
a ST8 Board meeting and said that Tompkins County's primary reason for joining this organization was to
access Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) funding and Economic Development Agency (EDA)
funding. She has learned that Tompkins County doesn’t qualify as being economically stressed and will
no longer be considered for the EDA District or eligible for funding.
The Committee discussed at length forest management and forest lands and whether the
Department of Planning and Sustainability should go through the process for seeking bids. That
discussion will continue and said that Legislators Klein and Champion have presented an argument to
leave the forest land as it is and letting it go to old growth. The Committee also a heard presentation from
staff and after lengthy discussion decided to let the Department go to bid but noted that is not a formal
vote. The Committee will next meet on January 28th to discuss this issue further and vote on a resolution
to accept a bid. A presentation was also provided on the Energy Advisory Program and it was reported
to be going very well. TCAT provided a presentation on the First-Mile, Last-Mile Pilot project.

Ms. Champion noted the next Committee meeting falls on the first day of the NYSAC
Conference and asked that it be rescheduled.
Resolution No. 2018-312: Affirming Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council (ITCTC)
Recommendation to Increase the ITCTC Staff Director's Salary (ID
#8273)
This resolution was adopted by a short roll call vote.

18
Packet Pg. 34

Minutes Acceptance: Minutes of Dec 18, 2018 5:30 PM (Minutes of Previous Meeting)

Mr. Snyder distributed and report on the Contingent Fund report for 2018. At this time, $829,252
has been approved and $559,268 remains. More adjustments will be coming in the next month that could
reduce the balance. In response to Ms. Robertson, Mr. Snyder said there was no contingent fund
appropriation to pay for Jail board outs. The Sheriff's budget was amended to include funds for board
outs and they have not been exhausted yet.
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ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Anna Kelles, Member
David McKenna, Member
Shawna Black, Amanda Champion, Deborah Dawson, Henry Granison, Rich
John, Anna Kelles, Daniel Klein, Anne Koreman, Michael Lane, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, David McKenna, Glenn Morey, Martha Robertson,
Michael Sigler

WHEREAS, Tompkins County entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the IthacaTompkins County Transportation Council (ITCTC) on September 30, 1992, agreeing that “…..staff will be
hosted by Tompkins County as an administrative rather than a reporting arrangement…… staff is selected by
the Council [with] staffing plan, staff qualifications and salary schedule established by the Council”, and
WHEREAS, Board Resolution No. 99 of 1993 “Clarification of Employment Status - Position of IthacaTompkins County Transportation Council Planning Director” stated the following:
“…the position of Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council Planning Director shall be
entitled to the terms and conditions of employment established by this [County] Board for
management employees unless otherwise recommended by the Council and established by this
[County] Board of Representatives”, and
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2000, the Director’s salary was modified by ITCTC resolution 2000-01 above
the management salary range with the stipulation that the Host Agency, Tompkins County, execute the necessary
administrative procedures to implement this modification, and
WHEREAS, on February 5, 2002, the Tompkins County Board of Representatives passed Resolution No.
6 Affirming Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council (ITCTC) recommendation to establish the ITCTC
Planning Director's salary above the salary range, and
WHEREAS, on November 27, 2018, the ITCTC passed Resolution 2018-06 to adjust the salary of the
Staff Director, effective January 1, 2019, by 2%
WHEREAS, in keeping with the County’s requirement that salaries established above the salary range be
authorized exclusively by resolution, and to establish or affirm recommendations made by ITCTC that are
contrary to the terms and conditions of employment for management staff, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee,
That the Tompkins County Legislature affirm the two percent increase of the salary for the Ithaca-Tompkins
County Transportation Council Planning Director to a total of $91,375, effective January 1, 2019, as approved by
the Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee
Mr. Lane, Chair, reported the Committee met and took action on the resolutions approved earlier
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in the meeting. He commented that members of the Committee received a "fraud letter" and was asked
questions by auditors as part of an annual process. He also reported Direct Report evaluations were
discussed and how to proceed; he will have write-ups prepared for review.

Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, Chair, had no report. She thanked Department Heads for attending the
Climate Survey retreat. She asked that when talking about diversity and inclusion that we begin thinking
about using encouraging descriptive language like enriching, vibrant, opportunities, etc., and not using
words such as difficult and challenging.
Housing Committee
Ms. Robertson, Chair, said the Committee met yesterday and heard a presentation from the Ithaca
Board of Realtors and had a discussion concerning the new position being filled through LawNY to
address housing related cases. Gregg Thomas of LawNY reported that in 2017 there were 198 housing
related cases. The IURA (Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency) presented a review of what they to do and
where their funds go. They are working on a consolidated five-year plan.
In addition, Ms. Robertson reported that Milton Meadows in Lansing broke ground yesterday.
There are 72 affordable housing units and all are on heat pumps.
Public Safety Committee

Mr. John, Chair, reported the Committee met on December 5th and heard a presentation on
the Emergency Medical Services in the County. There is a need to watch trends, but the good news
is that there is pretty good coverage of technical response on paramedics. However, there is a delay
in response by emergency responders which is consistent with trends across the State and what is
being seen with volunteers. This is something the County needs to think about and consider how it
can ensure there is a fast and efficient response. The next Committee meeting will be January 2nd.
Mr. Klein inquired about a budget action that was taken to address some of these concerns.
Mr. Molino noted a position was increased in the budget to look at shortfalls with volunteers that will
include looking at training requirements, recruitment, and retention, while also looking at other
things.
Resolution

No.

2018-313:

Appropriation from Contingent Fund Reimbursement - Sheriff's Office (ID #8046)

Replacement-Pay

This resolution was adopted by a short roll call vote.
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ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Rich John, Member
Daniel Klein, Member
Shawna Black, Amanda Champion, Deborah Dawson, Henry Granison, Rich
John, Anna Kelles, Daniel Klein, Anne Koreman, Michael Lane, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, David McKenna, Glenn Morey, Martha Robertson,
Michael Sigler

WHEREAS, the Sheriff's Office had twelve (12) employees out on disability leave or 207C as of
January 2018 to August 2018 for greater than two months, and
WHEREAS, the Fiscal Policy of Tompkins County allows for replacement pay to the Department
from the Contingent Fund for the period beyond the initial two months, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Public Safety and the Budget, Capital, and Personnel
Committees, That the Director of Finance be and hereby is authorized and directed to make the following
budget appropriations for 2018:
FROM:
TO:

A1990.54400
A3113.51000419
A3150.51000406
A3150.51000411
A3113.58800
A3150.58800

Contingent Fund
Deputy Sheriff
Corrections Officer
Corrections Sgt.
Fringes
Fringes

$173,323.00
$ 64,693.00
$ 50,985.00
$ 3,617.00
$ 29,299.00
$ 24,729.00

SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Health and Human Services Committee
Ms. Black, Chair, said the Committee met on December 10th and Judge Miller attended the
meeting to discuss the new Mental Health Court. The Committee also had a presentation on Source of
Income and discussed the composition of the Human Rights Commission. A letter will be going out this
week to people who have applied for the Commission stating interviews will be held in January. The
Committee will next meet on January 14th.
Facilities and Infrastructure Committee
Mr. McKenna, Chair, said the Committee has not met since the last Legislature meeting. The
Committee will next meet on December 20th.
Transportation Committee
Mr. Lane, Chair, said the Committee met on December 7th and took action on the resolution
recommending that ride-hailing services not be discontinued in Tompkins County and the resolution
relating to the Airport Capital Improvement Project Bond Anticipation Notes.
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In response to Ms. Koreman who questioned a component being included in the resolution that
she was informed would not be included, Mr. Molino believes the resolution should be adopted as is and
that it does not hurt to have a component that may not be part of the project in the resolution. He agreed
to provide design detail information to Legislators. It was also recommended that the Legislature adopt
this resolution as prepared by bond counsel.
This resolution was adopted by a roll call vote.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Michael Lane, Member
Glenn Morey, Member
Shawna Black, Amanda Champion, Deborah Dawson, Henry Granison, Rich
John, Anna Kelles, Daniel Klein, Anne Koreman, Michael Lane, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, David McKenna, Glenn Morey, Martha Robertson,
Michael Sigler

WHEREAS, the County of Tompkins, New York (the “County”) intends to issue, contingent
upon the adoption of this Resolution, its Airport Bond Anticipation Notes, 2019 Series B, in an
aggregate principal amount not to exceed $7,500,000 (the “Series B Notes”), and
WHEREAS, proceeds from the sale of the Series B Notes, along with available funds, shall
provide funding for a capital improvement project (the “Project”) at the County’s existing Ithaca
Tompkins Regional Airport (the “Airport”) located at 1 Culligan Drive Ithaca, New York 14850, and
WHEREAS, the Project shall consist of additions, renovations and improvements, including an
expansion to the facility’s existing terminal building, apron reconstruction, installation of a new passenger
boarding bridge, installation of a geothermal heating and cooling system, installation of overhead
canopies with solar panels to be located in the existing public parking lot, installation of additional solar
panels on the top of the existing curbside canopy, and construction of a new federal customs facility, all to
include site, access and parking improvements, demolition, utility, mechanical, plumbing and electrical
improvements, the acquisition of original furnishings, fixtures and equipment and payment of
professional fees and all other necessary costs incidental to such work, and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Code, interest on the Series B Notes will not
be excluded from gross income for Federal income tax purposes unless the issuance of the Series B
Notes is approved by the Legislature after a public hearing to consider both the issuance of the Series B
Notes and the nature and location of the facilities financed therewith has been conducted following
reasonable public notice, and
WHEREAS, on December 18, 2018, prior to consideration of this approving resolution, in the
Legislative Chambers of the Governor Daniel D. Tompkins Building located at 121 East Court Street,
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Approving the Issuance by the County of Tompkins, New York of its
Airport Bond Anticipation Notes, 2019 Series B in an Aggregate
Principal Amount up to $7,500,000 (ID #8247)
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Second Floor, Ithaca, New York 14850, the County held such a public hearing in the presence of the
County Legislature upon proper notice in compliance with Section 147(f) of the Code, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature, after due consideration of the foregoing, as the “applicable
elected representative” of the County within the meaning of Section 147(f)(2)(E) of the Code, desires
to approve the issuance of the Series B Notes, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Transportation and the Budget, Capital, and
Personnel Committees, by the County Legislature of Tompkins County, That:
Section 1.
For the purpose of satisfying the approval requirement of Section 147(f) of the
Code, the Legislature hereby gives its approval of the issuance by the County of the Series B Notes. This
approval is given pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Code for the purpose of qualifying the interest payable
on the Series B Notes for exclusion from gross income for federal income tax purposes pursuant to the
provisions of Sections 103 and 141-150 of the Code.
Section 2.
Series B Notes.

This Resolution shall be deemed to be made for the benefit of the holders of the

Section 3.
This Resolution shall take effect immediately
SEQR ACTION: Unlisted Action
*********
Government Operations Committee
Mr. Klein, Chair, reported the next Committee meeting will be January 16th at 9:30 a.m.
Resolution No. 2018-315: Urging the New York State Legislature to Adopt a Late Application
Procedure for the Agricultural Land Exemption for a Good Cause (ID
#8242)
The following final Whereras was accepted as a friendly amendment:
“WHEREAS, Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton is preparing to introduce an Assembly Bill to
make this change,”.
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ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Daniel Klein, Member
Deborah Dawson, Member
Shawna Black, Amanda Champion, Deborah Dawson, Henry Granison, Rich
John, Anna Kelles, Daniel Klein, Anne Koreman, Michael Lane, Leslyn
McBean-Clairborne, David McKenna, Glenn Morey, Martha Robertson,
Michael Sigler

WHEREAS, the current Agricultural Market Law allows for a late Agland Exemption up to
Grievance Day with a good cause, and
WHEREAS, most property owners do not diligently review the tentative assessment roll to
confirm their exemption eligibility, and
WHEREAS, the first time a property owner most likely notices that they have failed to been
granted a real property tax exemption is when they receive a school tax bill that is higher than they
anticipated, and
WHEREAS, there is no current provision within the Agricultural and Markets Law or the Real
Property Tax Law for an assessor to take a late application after Grievance Day even if there is a good
cause for why the renewal application was not filed in a timely fashion, and
WHEREAS, the Low Income Senior Exemption (RP-467) does allow for a local option to allow
for late applications to be filed between Grievance Day and the last day to pay school taxes without
interest, and
WHEREAS, Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton is preparing to introduce an Assembly Bill to make
this change, now therefore be it
RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the Tompkins
County Legislature urges the New York State Legislature to amend the Agricultural and Markets Law, in
relation to authorizing the assessor to extend the filing deadline of a renewal application for an
agricultural assessment after taxable status date when good cause is shown for the failure to file the
application by such date,
RESOLVED, further, That a copy of this resolution be sent to Governor Andrew Cuomo, State
Senator Pamela Helming, State Senator Thomas O’Mara, State Senator James Seward, and
Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton.
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II-20
*********
Minutes of Previous Meeting
December 4, 2018
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MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS]
Anne Koreman, Member
Anna Kelles, Member
Black, Champion, Dawson, Granison, John, Kelles, Klein, Koreman, Lane,
McBean-Clairborne, McKenna, Morey, Robertson, Sigler

It was MOVED by Ms. Dawson, seconded by Ms. Kelles, and unanimously adopted by voice
vote, to hold an executive session at 8:36 p.m. to discuss, litigation, labor negotiations, and a personnel
matter with respect to a particular person.
The meeting returned to open session at 9:22 p.m.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m.
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