FINGER LAKES LAND TRUST
BLACK DIAMOND TRAIL BUFFER PROJECT
TOWN OF ULYSSES, TOMPKINS COUNTY

The Finger Lakes Land Trust recently secured a contract to purchase a 12-acre parcel from the Reynolds
family to ensure the long-term protection of woodlands bordering the Black Diamond Trail and the
Cayuga Lake Scenic Byway (State Route 89). Acquisition of the property will also ensure the protection
of mature hardwood forest located in close proximity to Cayuga Lake within the county-designated
Glenwood Ravine & Lake Slopes Unique Natural Area (UNA-91) and falls within the County designated
Lakeshore Natural Features Focus Area (NFFA).
The Reynolds property features 2,115 feet of frontage on the Black Diamond Trail and 1,770 feet of
frontage on the Cayuga Lake Scenic Byway. It is located in an area of increasing development pressure.
Though irregular in shape, the property was listed for sale for $135,000 earlier this year, and was
marketed as a unique home site. NYS Parks expressed interest in acquiring the land but only $75,000 has
been approved for the acquisition. Based on an estimate of value provided by an appraiser, the Land
Trust was able to offer $90,000 for the land.
It is the Land Trust’s intention to acquire the property before the end of 2017 and will then sell the land to
NYS Parks for its approved price of $75,000. The Land Trust is now raising $17,500 to cover the
difference in price as well as incidental transaction costs. A grant of $5,000 from the Tompkins County
Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic and Recreational Resource Protection will help the Land
Trust fill this gap and it is anticipated that county participation will attract other funders. The project
fulfills each of the eligibility requirements of the Capital Reserve Fund. It further satisfies the priority
criteria for that fund as it “protects land on an existing or potential intermunicipal trail corridor.”
The addition of this land to State Parks’ holdings will help ensure the integrity of a popular recreational
trail corridor as well as the adjacent Scenic Byway. Acquisition will also help maintain water quality
within nearby Cayuga Lake and ensure a relatively uninterrupted corridor of woodland habitat along
Cayuga’s western shore.
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